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Various
telephonic/electronic
locations

Pursuant to AB 361, the City is authorized to hold public meetings via teleconferencing and to
make public meetings accessible telephonically or otherwise electronically to all members of
the public, without making available any physical location for the public.
City of Concord Rules: The City of Concord has declared a local state of emergency due to
COVID-19 and is closed to the public. This Concord City Council meeting is an essential event,
therefore it has not been cancelled. However, City of Concord officials and staff will conduct
this meeting telephonically or otherwise electronically. The City will not make available any
physical location from which members of the public may observe the meeting and offer public
comment. Instead, members This
of the
public may
observe
address the meeting remotely.
meeting
is being
held and
via Zoom
Below is information on how to do that.
Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://cityofconcord.zoom.us/j/84197858683

Meeting ID: 841 9785 8683
Passcode: NA
By phone: US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 346 348 7799 or 1 253 215 8782
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How to Submit Public Comments:
Written: All comments received before 3:00 pm the day of the meeting will be posted on the City’s
website as “Correspondence” under the relevant agenda item and provided to the Commissioners prior
to the meeting.
•
•

Email comments to kathryn.monroy@cityofconcord.org
Please identify the agenda item number and letter.

To Participate in Public Comment During the Meeting:
Live Remote Public Comments: Members of the public may submit a live remote public comment via
Zoom video conferencing. Download the Zoom mobile app from the Apple Appstore or Google Play. If
you are using a desktop computer, you can test your connection to Zoom by clicking here. Zoom also
allows you to join the meeting by phone.

From a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android:
https://cityofconcord.zoom.us/j/84197858683
•

Webinar ID: 841 9785 8683

•

Passcode: NA

•

By phone: US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 346 348 7799 or 1 253 215 8782

•

Speakers will be asked to provide their name and city of residence, although providing this is
not required for participation.

•

Each speaker will be afforded up to 3 minutes to speak.

•

Speakers will be muted until their opportunity to provide public comment.

When the Chair opens a public comment period on the item on which you would like to comment,
please use the “raise hand” feature (or press *9 if connecting via telephone) which will alert staff that
you have a comment to provide.
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OPEN SESSION
1.

OPENING Chair Melvin Lee called the meeting to order at 1:34 PM.
Roll Call
Commissioners present: Melvin Lee (Chair); David Afinowicz; Lez Casazza; Marilyn Fowler;
John Haberkorn; Paula Johnstone; Tijuk Kurniadi; Fuad Omran
Commissioners excused: Ben Hornstein (Vice Chair)

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

This is a 15-minute Public Comment Period for items within the Commission’s subject matter jurisdiction
that are not on this agenda. Each speaker will be limited to approximately three minutes. State law
prohibits the Commission from acting at this meeting on any matter raised during the Public Comment
Period. Please see “How to Submit Public Comments” above.

No public comments were submitted.

3.

AGENDA ITEMS

The public is entitled to address the Commission on items appearing on the agenda before or during the
Commission’s consideration of the item. Each speaker will be limited to approximately three minutes.
Please see “How to Submit Public Comments” above.

a. Approval Annotated Agenda from 1/19/2022
On a motion made by John Haberkorn and seconded by Marilyn Fowler, the annotated agenda
was approved with the corrections to be made to that agenda and posted to the website.
b. 2022 Work Plan
•

Community Survey – review sample survey questions provided and provide direction to
the subcommittee
David Afinowicz agreed to chair a subcommittee of Commisioners to review the survey
question suggestions submitted. After a fulsome discussion, it was decided to have the
subcommittee work up a draft to be reviewed at the March meeting. Dave and the
subcommittee will work with Kathryn Monroy in developing that draft with the desire to
keep it simple and capture information that can help inform the Commission’s work plan
for the coming year.

•

City Liaison Groups discussion
Currently there are a number of senior groups/clubs in the community that do not have a
liaison on the Commission. Melvin Lee asked the Commissioners to review the list and
determine if there is a group that someone would like to take responsibility for.

•

COA Brochure – review current and provide direction to staff
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Kathryn Monroy asked Commissioners to review the brochure which was distributed
prior to the meeting and to get back to her with any suggested edits – language, photos,
color scheme, etc.
c. Updated Health Orders – discussion
Kathryn Monroy stated that although, as of today (February 16, 2022), the State has lifted the
indoor mask mandate, the Senior Center will continue to require masks due to the COVID test
facility on site, the AARP tax help desk and the fact that the Center draws a population that is
more likely to become seriously ill if infected with COVID. She will reassess the situation in April
and make any changes that are appropriate.
d.

ARPA Funds discussion, Marilyn Fowler
Marilyn Fowler stated that through the NextDoor online community, she had been in contact
with City Councilman Edi Birsan. Edi is inviting the citizens of Concord to weigh in on how the
City might spend the $19 million in funds it expects to receive from the American Rescue Plan
Act. These funds would come as a one-time payment and should not be considered for funding
a new program unless future sources of funding are identified.
The discussion that followed highlighted the Commissioners’ desire to see parks upgraded to
have better pathways, better lighting and more benches on which to rest during walks. In
addition, there was a desire to see sidewalks in areas where there are none and repairs to
sidewalks that have fallen into disrepair. Better lighting at intersections/crosswalks was also
noted as an unmet need.

e. Area Agency on Aging Representative Report, John Haberkorn
John Haberkorn reported that the Area Agency on Aging anticipates receiving $3.8 million in
ARPA funds and is seeking input on how to spend its portion of the money.
John suggested that the Commission might have a speaker from that agency give a
presentation to the Commissioners via Zoom on ways to access funds that the Area Agency
currently stewards. That presentation could be recorded and posted online so that the public
could learn about funds available to them.
f.

Senior Center 20th Anniversary, May 2023 – discuss ways to recognize the occasion and
provide direction on the next steps
Kathry Monroy discussed the need for planning to begin for the celebration of the Center’s 20th
anniversary. She solicited help/input from the Commissioners.

4.

CORRESPONDENCE
None.
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5.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
•

Opinion | Older Americans Fight to Make America Better - The New York Times
(nytimes.com)

•

Save the Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 – Health Expo
Kathryn Monroy stated that the September 9th date has been selected for this year’s
Health Expo. Melvin Lee and Marilyn Fowler agreed to work with Senior Center staff to
begin the planning process.

•

6.

Melvin Lee stated that COVID testing is ongoing at the Senior Center. Appointments are
advised although it may be possible to accommodate those without appointments during
less busy times.

ADJOURNMENT Chair Melvin Lee adjourned the meeting at 2:55 PM.

Next Meeting: Regular Meeting
Date: March 16, 2022 1:30 p.m.
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

There is a 90-day limit for the filing of a challenge in the Superior Court to certain City
administrative decisions and orders which require a hearing by law, the receipt of evidence,
and the exercise of discretion. The 90-day limit begins on the date the decision is final (Code
of Civil Procedure §1094.6). Further, if you challenge an action taken by the Commission on
Aging in court, you may be limited by California law to raising only those issues you or
someone else raised in the hearing or in a written correspondence delivered to the
Commission on Aging prior to or at the hearing.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and California Law, it is the policy of the
City of Concord to offer its public programs, services and meetings in a manner that is readily
accessible to everyone, including those with disabilities. If you are disabled and require a copy
of a public hearing notice, or an agenda and/or agenda packet in an appropriate alternative
format; or if you require other accommodation, please contact the ADA Coordinator Tianjun
Cao at (925) 671-3243 or Tianjun.cao@cityofconcord.org, at least 24 hours in advance of the
meeting. Advance notification within this guideline will enable the City to make reasonable
arrangements to ensure accessibility.
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