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Dear Concord residents and businesses,

Eviction Protection for Tenants

It’s hard to believe that we have been living and working through a pandemic for a full
year. As we all learned to cope with uncertainty, we had to keep moving forward as
individuals and as a community. I am proud of the work that our City staff has done to
keep Concord moving – from providing small business grants and assisting our
unsheltered residents to fixing roadways and landscaping parks. I thank each of you
for the support and grace you have shown our team over the last year.

Early in the pandemic, the City Council took decisive action
to protect renters. Concord was one of the first cities in the
State and the first in the County to implement an eviction
moratorium for tenants who could not afford to pay rent
as a result of economic hardship caused by the pandemic.
Since then, the state and the federal government have
implemented eviction moratoriums to protect renters.
The City allocated nearly $1.3 million in CARES Act funding
to Concord-based Shelter, Inc. and Monument Impact to
provide emergency rental assistance, helping more than
400 families retain housing. Funds were also provided
to Monument Crisis Center and Meals on Wheels Diablo
Region, to provide food and other services to seniors and
low-income families impacted by the crisis.
To help tenants and landlords navigate new state legislation
regarding eviction protections, the City has developed a
detailed website and flyers with information and resources,
which were mailed to all tenants and landlords in complexes with more than four units. Up-to-date information can
be found at cityofconcord.org/housing.

With the vaccine now being widely distributed, I am hopeful that we will be able to
return to some version of normal this year. Our staff is closely monitoring the State and
County health orders so that we can resume community activities and open facilities
as soon as it is safe to do so.

Programs Address Homelessness,
Mental Health
Last summer, the community expressed its desire to see
the City commit more resources toward addressing homelessness and mental health. In February, the City Council
voted to invest more than $560,000 of Measure V funds to
pilot the expansion of two successful County programs.
First, the City has expanded the County’s Coordinated
Outreach Referral and Engagement (CORE) work in
Concord. The CORE team consists of two outreach staff
who work to locate, engage, stabilize, and house individuals
who are unsheltered. The additional funding will enable the
CORE team to work in Concord full time – five days a week,
instead of two.
The second pilot program is the establishment of a
Concord-based Mental Health Evaluation Team (MHET).
MHET involves partnering a County mental health specialist
with a City police officer. The two work proactively to provide referrals to outpatient mental health services and other
resources to help individuals remain in the community
safely. This program is slated to begin in May.
The Council and community will receive a report on the first
six months of operations for each pilot program; CORE will
be evaluated in October and MHET in November, both at
public meetings.

Our City Council and staff have a busy year ahead. In its annual priority-setting
workshop on Feb. 20, Council identified several major priorities for 2021. They include:
•

Securing federal COVID-19 relief funding to support the City’s pandemic recovery,
housing stabilization and economic development

•

Launching the CORE & MHET pilot programs to assist the unsheltered and those
with mental health challenges (see back page for details)

•

Selecting a new master developer for the Concord Naval Weapons Station

Other high priority goals that we are already working on or will work on this year
include developing a plan to invest Measure V funding on urgent needs, such as
repairing City roadways and infrastructure; passing a fiscally responsible two-year
budget; working with the community to review district boundaries based on the
2020 Census; and examining how to control the sale of tobacco to minors.
Mayor Tim McGallian outlined several of these and other important topics in his Feb. 22
State of the City address, which is available for viewing on our website and Concord TV.
I encourage you to stay informed and involved with the City by registering for e-alerts
from our website. You can sign up to receive news, meeting agendas, calendar
notifications and more: cityofconcord.org/notifyme
Thank you for all you do to make Concord a great place
to live, work and play.
Sincerely,

Valerie Barone
City Manager

Look for a brand
new printed
City News &
Activity Guide in
August

COVID News
Contra Costa Health Services and
health care partners throughout
the County continue to work quickly to get the COVID-19 vaccination
distributed to all eligible residents,
including people age 65+. At press
time, the County had opened up
eligibility to people with high-risk
health conditions or illness, those
who live in congregate living
spaces, and those who work in
transportation or logistics.
As of March 17, the County had
administered more than 470,000
doses of the COVID-19 vaccine,
and with the recent increase in
vaccine production they are on
track to surpass their goal of
vaccinating 1 million residents by
July 4.
On March 14, Contra Costa County
returned to the red (substantial)
tier of the State’s color-coded
system, allowing some businesses
and community activities to
resume, with fewer restrictions.
You can make an online
appointment to be vaccinated
through these websites, or call
1-833-422-4255.

www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/
get-vaccinated
www.myturn.ca.gov

Redistricting Process to Begin this Year
After every U.S. Census, local public agencies with officials elected by district must review and, if necessary, adjust their
voting area boundaries in an effort to ensure each district has approximately the same number of residents.
Concord first drew its district boundaries with community input and adopted them in early 2018. The City must now
publicly review these boundaries using the 2020 Census data.
The City will hold at least four public meetings on this topic to seek community input. Residents are encouraged to
participate in this process. Later this year, the City will build a web page with more information and share updates with
residents through its website, e-news alerts, social media, and the City News & Activity Guide.
If you would like to be put on an e-mail list to be notified for these meetings, please e-mail CityClerk@cityofconcord.org
with “Redistricting” in your subject line.

City Revenues Down, Measure V to Take Effect April 1
Like many other California cities, Concord had been
experiencing financial challenges prior to the COVID-19
pandemic. To meet the community’s needs during the
Great Recession, Concord focused on preserving essential
services, which meant less for our roads and parks.
In the fall of 2019, City staff held community meetings to
discuss what the City has done to address its immediate
budget challenges and what we can do to maintain fiscal
stability and our great quality of life.
When the pandemic hit and the shelter-in-place order
required some businesses to close or limit operations,
it impacted the local economies of cities everywhere.
By June 2020, Concord’s general fund revenues were
down by $7 million and the City had to make some difficult
decisions about the year ahead. For the fiscal year that
started on July 1, Concord cut budgeted expenditures by
more than $10 million, which included downsizing the
organization by 36 positions.
In Fiscal Year 2020-21 due to COVID, Concord anticipates
the loss of an additional $10 million in revenue. Even with
the budget cuts and staff reductions, Concord is still reliant
on $3 million of reserves to create a balanced budget and
must continue to budget prudently.
There is some good news on the horizon. On March 11,
President Biden signed the American Rescue Plan, which
includes direct support to cities to help them make up for
their lost revenue and provide funding for additional COVID
recovery actions. These additional, one-time funds will
help stabilize Concord’s finances and provide support for
residents and businesses.

Measure V

Thanks to Concord voters who approved the November
ballot measure known as Measure V, the City will receive
additional funding in the form of sales tax. Measure V
replaces the existing, voter-approved Measure Q, and will
now generate 1 cent (instead of a ½-cent) for every dollar
spent on goods. Measure V, which takes effect on April 1,
is expected to generate an additional $13 million annually
for Concord’s general fund.
The new revenue will be spent on community-identified priorities such as investing in roads and infrastructure improvements, public safety and resources to support individuals
experiencing homelessness and mental health issues.
Measure V requires a citizens’ oversight committee, which
is already formed and had its first meeting March 15.
Concord’s next two-year budget proposal covering Fiscal
Years 2021-22 and 2022-23 (from July 1, 2021 through
June 30, 2023) will come before the City Council in May.
The Council will hold a study session on May 11 and
members of the public are invited to participate. More
information is available at cityofconcord.org/budget.

Message from

Parks &Rec

Check out our digital
Summer Activity Guide at
www.cityofconcord.org
available mid-April

We are so thankful for the opportunity to serve our community.
Our Parks and Recreation Department team is honored to continue playing an important role in the health, well-being
and quality of life of Concord as we all continue to navigate the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic together. The past
year, we pivoted to host a menu of virtual exercise and enrichment activities for all ages, critical youth programs such as
preschool, and nutrition and outreach programs for seniors.
As health orders become less restrictive, our team is beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel and looking forward
to reactivating a wider range of recreation programs, indoor and outdoor facilities, events and activities that make Concord
great. We’ve highlighted many upcoming programs on this page, plus you can learn more through the website, social media
or sign up for our eNewsletter by visiting our website. There is something for everyone!

Preschool

Swimming

Registration is open for the 2021-22 school year preschool
program. Children ages 2-4 develop social skills while
learning through games, crafts, and directed activities,
led by qualified caring teachers. Our classes have provided
a safe and nurturing environment during the pandemic,
with smaller class sizes that follow health and safety
guidelines. Visit cityofconcord.org/preschool for more
information.

Concord Community Pool is ready and waiting for you! The
pool is open for adult lap swim seven days a week. With the
warmer spring days upon us, residents are eager to enjoy
a refreshing and invigorating dip in the pool while getting
some highly desired outdoor exercise.

Summer Camps
Grow, play, and learn this summer in one of our half or full
day camps! Your child will make new friends, socialize,
and have fun in small cohorts in a variety of specialized
programs. Whether your child wants to splash in the pool,
learn how to cook, or play a new sport this summer, we
have the camp for you! Check out all of our offerings at
cityofconcord.org/summercamps.

Our award-winning swim lesson program returns in June!
Whether you are looking for the beginner or novice
swimmer, our one-week group and private lessons are
sure to put a smile on your child’s face. Sign up today–
search “swimming” at concordreg.org.

Jobs Available
Join our team! We are hiring for this summer and beyond!
Work as a camp counselor, lifeguard, facility attendant,
preschool teacher or aide in a fun and dynamic workplace.
Gain leadership experience and work with a team to provide
vital services to the Concord community. See full job
descriptions and apply online.

Capital Improvements

The City has a 5-year Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
and budget. Capital projects are investments in buildings,
roadways, parks, medians, and other physical structures.
City staff maps out – with public review – and Council
approves what projects can realistically be accomplished
based on available resources. Roads are prioritized based
on critical condition and most cost-effective use of funding
to maximize taxpayer investment.
Thanks to the recent passage of Measure V, Council and
staff will soon be able to take another look at the current
plan and determine what projects can be moved up on the
timeline. The CIP plan and budget will be revisited during
the May 11 Council meeting, and Council will consider how
to leverage the Measure V funding to initiate an accelerated
investment program for our roads and other infrastructure.

Connect with us!

City of Concord, CA
Parks & Recreation

www.cityofconcord.org

eNewsletters
(pick your interest)

Call: 925-671-3404
Email: ConcordReg@cityofconcord.org

